
 

I ts tim e for Holiday Wonderland. 
We at Brighter Tomorrows are always amazed at the outpouring 
of generosity and support we receive from the community, par-
ticularly during the holidays. This year is certainly no excep-
tion. We have a number of wonderful projects planned to 
help our residents celebrate the holiday season. As usual, Ver-
izon’s WAVE group is throwing a holiday skating party for all the 
families staying at our shelters. The Lion’s Club of Grand Prairie is 
also sponsoring a holiday breakfast for our clients again 
this year. Also Faith Ministries International will be hosting a 
banquet style family dinners with make-over's, clothing dona-
tions and gift baskets for the families. These events are always 
fun for our clients and the staff looks forward to them every year. 
There are also a large number of clothing, food and toy drives 
taking place throughout Dallas County to benefit our residents. 
Our Annual Adopt-A Family program is in full swing as well. 
Every year members of the community, corporations, 
churches and civic organiza- tions generously donate presents 
to help make the holidays spe- cial for our clients. Last year, 
thanks to the generosity of    people like you, Brighter             
Tomorrows was able to          distribute toys, clothes and house-
hold items to over 300 people in need. If you are interested in 
adopting a family please contact our Executive/Development Asso-
ciate, Rachel Grigsby at 972-263-0506. 

I have found that among its 

other benefits, giving liber-

ates the soul of the giver.  

Maya Angelou 
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I am Stephanie Gipson, the new  Volunteer Coordinator. I am a graduate of Grambling State Univer-
sity with a B.A. of Psychology. Helping people help themselves has always been my passion I began 
as a Guidance Counselor working for  Alameda Heights Community Outreach center here in Dallas. 
Expanding my horizons within the non profit field was the plan until I found my match. I began intern-
ing and learning the basis of teaching ones how to handle anger. After a year I began teaching ado-
lescents how to handle their anger with the H.A.N.D.S (Handling Anger  and Destructive Situations) 
program. After I graduated college,  I took on the responsibility as a Shelter Advocate, for D.A.R.T. 
 ( Domestic Abuse Resistance Team) in Ruston, LA; which is when I found 
my match, not only was I able to help children but I was able to help their 
parent as well. Being able to help someone gain the correct skills, faith, and 
accountability to become an asset to their own destiny is not just a job it is 
my passion. Women, men and children need mentors to decrease the nega-
tivity they have seen and increase the love and brighter sight of tomorrow. 
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New Volunteer Coordinator In Town... 

Please Mark your 
calendars:  

Holiday Won-
derland (Dec. 
15-20) 

Volunteer 
Training (Jan.) 

Chocolate & 
Chic (March)  

http://www.brightertomorrows.net
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“I believe that no one 

should live in an 

environment with 

violence; Brighter 

Tomorrows gives 

people a  chance  to 

change their lives and 

gives them hope a 

future without 

violence.”  

- Jerry  Dunbar 

 

Volunteer Spotlight 

Did you miss the first volunteer meeting?  

The Volunteer Program held their first meeting on November 7, 2008. We 
discussed policy and procedures, various volunteer opportunities, Holiday 
Wonderland and upcoming projects. I introduced the new teams I created for 
the Volunteer Program which include the Sports Team, Newsletter Team, 
Donations Team, Cleaning Team, Childcare Team. I encouraged everyone to 
sign up for at least on team. My goal is to have volunteers working at all 9 
locations on a daily basis. Whether they are working with the children on 
sports activities, or collectively developing new ways to gather donations for 

BT. Volunteer meetings will be held on the first Thursday of every month at 5pm, at our 
Women's Resource Center.  IMPORTANT! The next Volunteer Training will be in January. 
If anyone may be interested in signing up for one of the teams please contact me at 
972-263-0506 ext. 104 or  
Stephanie@brightertomorrows.net. 

        

Jerry Dunbar is a Human Resource Manager for Wal-mart Optical Manufacturing in Dal-
las. He has been married to Yancey for over ten years with two boys Devin 14, and Dylan 
10. Withholding a BS n Business from the University of Arkansas and a MBA from Texas 
A&M college Station. His memberships are with the Society in Human Resource Manage-
ment and Fellowship Church. I asked Jerry what is his reason for such great volunteer 
works and affiliate with our organization. He replied “ I believed that no one should live in 
an environment with violence; Brighter Tomorrows gives people a chance to change their 
lives and gives them hope for a future without violence. I am very grateful that we have 
an opportunity to help others.” Brighter Tomorrows, wants to thank Jerry Dunbar for such 
dedication in joining our organization to help turn frowns upside down. We greatly appre-
ciate Jerry and his mighty works. He is the first member of the Volunteer Programs new 
Donations Team, he has also recruited over twenty others who have permanently 
adopted rooms and are continuously thinking of ways to improve our safe houses and 
transitional families. Once again we want to thank you Jerry for you passion of helping 
others.  

LET’S GIVE JERRY DUNBAR A ROUND OF APPLAUSE FOR ALL THE 
HARD WORK HE HAS DONE FOR BT.    



 
Shelter Updates 

P A G E 3 V O L U M E 1 , I S S U E 5 

Newsletter Team says: 

LP 177/ Millennium 3 Education, has done a marvelous job with the Irving Shelter. They started No-
vember 8th and finished November 28th. Rhonda and Scott  Thomson and their amazing team rose 
over $1200.00. They remodeled both kitchens, sanded the playground area, placed creative en-
graved jewel plates in the walk way, painted the conference room area, and the residential special-
ist office. Brighter Tomorrows was Legacy Projects biggest ordeals and they everything out the kind-
ness of their hearts. The shelter looks updated and fresh. Thanks to LP 177/ Millennium 3 Educa-
tion team, for all of their marvelous works.            

The Home Team of Fellowship Church gave up their Sunday and painted two of the rooms at the 
Grand Prairie shelter location on  November 16th. Charles Kennedy,  the Home Team leader and ten 
other Home Team members  have decided that this will be a  quarterly project which includes repaint-
ing all the rooms. Thank you so much Home Team for all of your hard work.  

Melissa Webb, is the Volunteer Programs first member of the Newsletter Team. Here is Melissa’s News about 
what she has been experiencing here at Brighter Tomorrows. 

Melissa says: 

I attended the Volunteer Orientation held in September at Brighter Tomorrows, Women’s Resource Center. 

On Tuesday , Myra Aguilar, Case Manager, talked about domestic violence and criminal justice. Myra gave 
us insight about when volunteering in the shelters and educated us on the statistics for women involved in 
Domestic Violent relationships.  

On Thursday. Elizabeth Wortham, the Sexual Assault Coordinator, first gave the definition of sexual as-
sault/abuse and the steps when recording a rape report which then is transported to Parkland Hospital who 
partners with Brighter Tomorrows. That concluded the first week of orientation.  

During the next week, Masika Smith, Case Manager, educated  our class on crisis intervention and what 
volunteers need to remember when working with the 24-hour crisis hotline. She also discussed the concept 
of what a crisis means and the different stages in life a person may be in a crisis. 

Eric May, Prevention Specialist, talked about the Students Ending Abuse program that launched in 2006 
which helped us toward addressing abusive behavior and bullying in children.  

Lastly, Brenda Villa Gomez, Advocate, addressed the services Brighter Tomorrows provides the children 
living in our shelter locations and also the effects domestic violence has on children living in shelter.  

Melissa volunteers with Brighter Tomorrows. Because she believes it is a great organization that help citizens  of 
the southwest area. 

“ success in life has 

nothing to do with 

what you gain in life 

or accomplish for your-

self. It’s what you do 

for other’s.” 

          - Danny Thomas 


